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pa m ph y l i a

by Tomas Lipps

The Province of Pamphylia
is a swath of terrain arching around the Gulf of Antalya, a fertile indentation in the mountainous southern
coastline of Turkey. Bounded on the north by the Taurus Mountains and bracketed on the west and east by
rugged foothills, it is 130 kilometers (80 miles) long and roughly 32 kilometers (20 miles) wide.
Pamphylia, Pisidia to the north and Lycia, another province along the coast to the west were, despite
distinctions of character in culture and terrain, regarded as a single region, Cilicia (or Kilikia*).
The name Pamphylia is an ancient Greek word for “land of all tribes” and over time its varied inhabitants were the subjects of a succession of powerful cultures, empires and overlords, beginning with the Hittite Empire. Following the Trojan War, Greek colonists settled in the area. It was for a time ruled by the Lydian
kings until taken over by the Persian Empire (Cyrus the Great pushing west), the Greeks (Hellenic this time),
the Persians again, Macedonians (Alexander the Great pushing east), then more Greeks, succeeded by two
more Macedonian dynasties, the Ptolemies and the Seleucids.
Following its annexation by Rome early in the 2nd Century bc and later through the Pax Romana, the
region and its constituent poleis or city/states—Side and Perga, Antalya, Sillyon and Aspendos—flourished
economically and culturally. The most significant archaeological sites extant today, the ones pictured on these
pages, are from this period.
Then came the Byzantines, the Arabs, the Crusaders, the Seljuks, the Mongols, the Ottomans and lastly
the Turks, the archaeologists and the tourists.
above: The monumental Vespasian Gate, Side (pronounced see-day), Antalya, Turkey, presumably erected during the
emperor’s reign (69-79 ad). To the left of the gate in the photo is a fountain also dedicated to the emperor.
The defensive infill might have helped the arch to survive the earthquakes to which the region is subject.
above right: Map of Asia Minor showing the boundaries of districts in Roman times.
right: The ruins of the Temple of Apollo at Side at dawn, Antalya, Turkey.
*A phonetic footnote: the letter ‘C’s in Cilicia and Lycia are deceptive, like the ‘C’ in Celt which is pronounced Kelt.
Ancient Hittites, Greeks and Persians pronounced it with a hard ‘C’ as do contemporary Turks—Kilikya and Likya.
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Termessos was one of very few towns that Alexander the Great
was unable (or unwilling to attempt) to conquer. He sought passage through
Termessos territory to the Anatolian Plateau in 333 BC but the obstinate highlanders in their eminently defensible ‘eagle’s nest’ (his description) defied him so
he chose another route.
The Romans wisely bestowed upon the city the freedom and rights of a Roman ally. Termessos minted its own currency, coins with the profile of Solymeus
rather than the Roman Emperor and the legend: AVTONOMWN—autonomous.
Obviously they cherished their status as Roman citizens and adapted Roman
modes of living but something of their own character is expressed in the architectural fragments which remain as the only physical clues to it. These suggest an
austerity that may have been essential for survival in an unstable region. There is
little ornamental carving and what is to be seen is remarkably simple, unlike the
lavish treatment on display in the city-states of the foothills, plain and coast.
Termessos might have endured until the present day, but one of a series of
earthquakes that shook the region also removed the city’s source of water.
Conjecture has it that the city perished because the aqueduct was demolished (as it indeed was) but one imagines that the resourceful Termessanos,
given their demonstrated skills and temperament, would have simply rebuilt it
. . .unless the source had been diverted and there was no water for it to convey.
Anyway, with no water and its infrastructure in ruin, Termessos was abandoned
and, its human ‘glue’ gone, it surrendered to Time. And Time has rendered it
much as we see it today—its disarray undisturbed by archeological excavation
and resurrection. Termessos is an elegant corpse.

above: Portal, temple of Artemis.
left: The Greek/Roman theater, detail.
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above right: Woven walling, illustrated. The Termassanos were disciplined masons.
bottom right: The ruin of the gymnasium, one of the
more complete structures standing at Termessos.
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