
ssttoonneexxuuss  VVIIIIII 39ssttoonneexxuuss  VVIIIIII38

A  S U B S TA N T I A L  W I T N E S S

PHOTOGRAPHS BY DAVID SCHEINBAUM

MUSEUM OF NEW MEXICO PRESS   SANTA FE

“If stone is,” in the words of Chile’s Nobel Laureate Pablo Neruda, “a sub-
stantial witness” to the “trembling world,” then the photographic images
presented in this volume intimately capture the enduring qualities and
varied uses of stone in the prehistory and history of geographically sepa-
rate and diverse human cultures.  The upright bluestones of Stonehenge,
the repeated notes of the Tower of Pisa and the towering, marble-faced
Washington Monument were all inspired by an intensity of human com-
mitment and achieved in a common material: stone.

This, the first paragraph of the introduction by Jo Anne Tilburg to David
Scheinbaum’s book, “STONE,” is an apt preface to the procession of
images, one per page, in what is an eloquent pictorial monograph devoted
to stone, to the presence of stone, to the iconic ways in which stone serves
to embody spirit.

In her essay Ms. Van Tilburg identifies the ways humankind has, over the
ages, related to stone: as a material for carving and building, a medium of
expression, a repository of power, a presence in the landscape, and a sub-
stantial witness to, and expression of, our “trembling world.”

These selected photographs are an intimation of the broad and eloquent
range of the images to be found in the book. ■
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CHACO CANYON
NEW MEXICO, 1999

RANO RARAKU, EASTER ISLAND
(RAPA NUI) 200
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PSYCHE REVIVED BY CUPID’S KISS
THE LOUVRE, PARIS, FRANCE 1997

GERMAN CEMETERY
LA CAMBE, FRANCE, 1994
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MONUMENT VALLEY, NAVAJ0 NATION 
UTAH/ARIZONA, 1999

GOPURAM,
MADURAI, INDIA, 2000



ssttoonneexxuuss  VVIIIIII 47ssttoonneexxuuss  VVIIIIII46

SUPREME COURT
WASHINGTON DC, 2001

GINKAKU-JI TEMPLE
KYOTO, JAPAN, 2000


